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SERMON 1/ 



THE SALT OF THE EAETH. 



ST. MATTHEW v. 13. 
" Ye abb the salt op the earth : but if the salt have 
lost his 8av0ub, wherewith shall it be salted p it is 
thencepobth good fob nothing, but to be cast out, 
and to be trodden under foot of hen." 

THESE words were addressed, my brethren, by 
Christ our Lord to the whole body of His 
disciples, and not exclusively or especially to 
those who constituted, or should hereafter con- 
stitute, the ministry in His Church. It might 
therefore be felt, perhaps, by some, that they 
had no especial fitness on which to ground an 
exhortation, upon an t)ccasion like the present, 
to you who are about to receive this special mi- 
* Preached at St. Mark's, Beading, March 4, 1860. 
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nistry, with its great gifts and solemn responsi- 
bilities. It has seemed otherwise to me, and for 
two reasons. First, there was something of a 
priestly or ministerial character about the whole 
little band of the first disciples — ^including as it 
did within itself the Twelve, and probably most 
of the Seventy-rwhich would justify me in trans- 
ferring words spoken to them to others, clothed 
or about to be clothed with the same office as 
theirs; and then, secondly, granting, as I most 
freely do, that the whole Church, the whole body 
of believing men, and not those only to whom 
a dispensation of the Word and Sacraments has 
been committed, are the true salt of the earth. 
And desiring in no least degree to arrogate this 
title merely to the office-bearers therein, still I feel 
that they are, so to speak, the " salt of the salt ;" 
guardians in the main of the whole Church's 
spiritual life, which life, in so far as it gains 
strength in them, it will gain strength in all, 
while. if it decays in them, it will decay in all. 
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As the priest and the prophet, so the people 
will be. 

We have good right, therefore, to claim these 
words, and apply them to you, who are just about 
to be ordained to a ministry in Christ's Holy 
Church. We have good right to .endeavour to 
derive from them for you, for ourselves also, the 
called already, such lessons as they are best ca- 
pable of yielding. May God the Holy Ghost 
accompany and bless this word of ours ! 

The words which we have before us naturally 
and most conveniently suggest a threefold divi- 
sion of the subject. First, there is a dignity: 
"Ye are the salt of the earth.'^ Then, secondly, 
a danger — that of losing our savour ; a thing the 
more dangerous, as we are appointed not to get 
a savour from others, but to impart one to them. 
And then, thirdly, a doom; such savourless salt 
shall "be cast out, and trodden under foot of 
men." Let us consider these three points in 
their natural order and succession. 
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And first, the dignity-:-^* Ye are the salt of the 
earth." I need hardly remind you of the. worth 
and honour of salt in the estimation of all anti- 
quity. " Salt is good," was the conviction alike 
of all ; and if of profane antiquity, still more of 
sacred, as is suiBBciently indicated in the single 
fact that it was an indispensable element in every 
sacrifice. "Every sacrifice," in our Lord's own 
words, "shall be salted with salt;" referring as 
He did herein to the express command of Moses, 
" Every oblation of thy meat-ofiering shalt thou 
season with salt; neither shalt thou sufier the 
salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking 
from thy meat-oflTerlng : with all thine oflTerings 
thou shalt ofier salt." Now there can be no 
doubt that what rendered salt this indispens- 
able accompaniment of every sacrifice was this, 
namely, its power to stay the progress of cor- 
ruption; to keep that on which it was sprinkled, 
or with which it was mingled, pure, and whole- 
some, and sweet. And it was this property of 
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salt, no doubt, that Christ had in His eye, trans- 
ferring it to spiritual things, when He said to His 
disciples, "Ye are the salt of the earth/' It is 
in this sense, and because of this quality of re- 
sisting corruption, that I wish to transfer it, and 
apply the words to you. 

If, indeed, you ask, as you well may, How 
could the disciples of old — how can we — how can 
any — be the salt which Christ speaks of hereP 
are not we of the same corrupt mass as others, 
naturally tending to the same decay and death 
as they are P this is, indeed, most true. But just 
as the Lord, in the verse following, addresses 
these same disciples, "Ye are the light of the 
world," — while yet we know that He was, and 
is, the sole Light of the world : and they were 
darkness, and if now light, only "light in the 
Lord," light as they were illuminated by Him, — 
so here, " Ye are the salt of the earth" is to be 
understood in a sense not different : salt, because 
ihey had been themselves salted with grace, salted 
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with the purifying fire of the Holy Ghost, and so 
capable of imparting a savour of incorruption to 
others. It is the same with you. These words 
can only be true of you, as you have been bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost and with fire; as 
Christ, the Pure and the Purifier, dwells in you. 
Then indeed, having Him in your hearts, you 
have salt in yourselves, and you may be what 
you are declared to be, what you are appointed 
to be, what you cannot, without infinite guilt, 
fall short of being — " the salt of the earth." And 
as Elisha exclaimed, when he cast the salt from 
a new cruse into the bitter and barren-making 
streams of Jericho, " Thus saith the Lord, I have 
healed these waters : there shall not be from thence 
any more death or barren land ;" so you shall con- 
tribute to heal the bitter waters of this world, 
which have been made such through sin, and to 
change their bitter into sweet. 

Think of these words and magnify your office. 
Christ has magnified it, and we need not be afr^d 
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to do SO as well; for indeed, while we camiot 
think too humbly, too meanly of ourselves, we 
cannot at the same time think too grandly, too 
magnificently of the office which we bear ; being, 
as it is, one appointed for the salvation of men. 
Contemplate often that ministry which you are 
undertaking, under the noble aspects which these 
words of Christ suggest — " Ye are the salt of the 
earth ;" set in the world to stay that advance of 
moral corruption which in single hearts and in 
vast societies is ever threatening to bring every- 
thing to decay, to dissolution, and death — to do 
this, not by any wisdom, strength, or holiness of 
your own, nor by any schemes of man's devising, 
not by statesman's craft or moralist's teaching, 
but as those who believe that Christ is the one 
principle of incorruption in the world ; as those 
appointed to bring His word. His truth, Christ in 
His ordinances, Christ in His sacraments, Christ 
the forgiver of the guilt of sin, Christ the remover 
of the stains of sin, Christ the subduer of the 
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power of sin, with all of His which in that Ordi- 
nation is committed to you, — to bring, I say, all 
this to bear on the world's corruption, as the only 
power capable of resisting or overcoming it — to 
delay that corruption where you cannot wholly 
stay it, and yet at the same time to count nothing 
as truly done where you have not planted Christ, 
a principle of life, there where sin, a principle of 
death, was ruling before. 

Such is the dignity; but next, the danger. And 
what is that? that you, this salt of the earth, 
should lose your own savour, and so become in- 
capable of imparting a savour to others. We 
know in the natural world how easily a little 
damp, a little moisture in the atmosphere, will 
affect the quality of salt ; will deprive it of much, 
if not all its sharp and biting and seasoning 
powers ; will leave it flat and blunt and strength- 
less, useless, or nearly useless, for the one purpose 
to which it is designed, l^o less a danger besets 
us. The world in which we live is no favourable 
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atmosphere for us^ set as we are to be the salt of 
the earth. Many things are against us here; 
many things at work to cause us to abate our 
edge, to come down from our heights, to lose our 
saltness : as the wear and tear of the world ; the 
having to do exactly the same things many times 
over, and day after day ; familiarity with sacred 
things, which, if it does not hallow, inevitably 
unhallows the spirit ; the example of others who, 
having lowered their own standard, seek also to 
lower ours; the old corruption of our hearts, 
which, subdued it may be for a while, is ever 
seeking to gather strength anew. 

What need, therefore, earnestly to watch against 
this so great danger I But how, it may be asked, 
shall we best do this P The first thing which is 
essential here is that we perceive how real that 
danger is, how near it lies to every one of us. 
We shall best guard ourselves from becoming this 
savourless salt, first, by keeping ever in mind the 
imminent peril we are in of becoming such, the 
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easy and almost unperceived steps by which we 
may arrive at this miserable consummation. It 
does not need any gross crying sins to bring us 
to it. Nay, perhaps one of these might have 
startled, and so arrested, us in our downward 
career. It is not an abrupt and steep, it is a 
gently sloping way. It only needs a little re- 
mission in watchfulness, a little coldness and care- 
lessness in prayer, a little excess in things lawful, 
a little allowance in things doubtful, a little in- 
dulgence in proud ambitious imaginations, a little 
shunning of things painful to the flesh, a little 
shrinking from the cross ; and before we are 
aware of it, we may have travelled far and fast 
on the road to this ruin. Brethren, let us not 
wait till we have reached it. Let us often pause 
and ask ourselves. Am I at all growing to be this 
savourless salt? losing my first love, my first 
zeal, ungirding the loins of my mind, taking up 
with a lower standard than that with which I 
began P And if our hearts tell us, as they often 
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Will, that it is even so, that the downward pro- 
gress in us has begun, oh, then let us betake our- 
selves at once to Christ, the only Lord of our life ; 
let us go straight to Him, who quickened us once, 
and who only can quicken us again ; and let us 
take with us such words as these, — ' Thou who 
madest the spirit of man at the first, breathe 
a second spirit of Thy grace to inspire our dead 
souls with a second and better life. Thou who, 
after the deluge, by that happy wind of Thine, 
didst dry up the forlorn dregs and slime, and re- 
new the face of the earth, cause a new face of zeal 
and grace to appear on our souls. Thou who 
didst breathe with Thy Spirit on the dry bones 
in the valley, till at Thy potent breath they were 
clothed with flesh and colour, and stood on their 
feet, an army of living men, look with pity on 
our dry, dead, and sapless bones ; breathe on 
them with the same Spirit of power ; renew, re- 
pair, revive Thy work in us. Thou knowest what 
I am, how far I have declined from Thee, what 
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still worse I am in danger of becoming, even 
that embodied hypocrisy, that living lie, an am- 
bassador without a message, a well without water, 
a cloud without rain, salt with no power of salt- 
ing, a spiritual man without the Spirit. Lord, 
save me from this/ Plead with Him thus, and 
He will hear; He will repair, He will renew, 
He will revive His work in thy soul. 

But if we will not betake ourselves to Him ; if 
we suffer declension to pass into decay, and decay 
into death; if we, appointed to impart life to 
others, shall have quite lost it in ourselves, — then 
hear the doom, the most terrible but also the 
most just, which is in store for us, the salt that 
shall have lost its savour: "It is thenceforth 
good for nothing but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men/' Observe, I pray 
yoii, that " trodden under foot of men,*' which 
follows the being cast out, or rejected of God; 
for there lies the stress of the doom, the im- 
measurable humiliation of it. A Church from 
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which the savour and strength of Divine grace 
has departed, perishes not by the immediate 
hands of God — that were too noble a destiny— 
but of men, often of the very men whom it sought 
to conciliate by becoming itself as the world. It 
obtains no favour by this coming down from its 
height, and declaring that it is no supernatural 
body at all, but only itself another form of the 
world. The true world loves it not a whit the 
better for this ; nay, presently hates it : for the 
Church can never quite abdicate its pretensions, 
and the world resents with a certain rude justice 
the pretensions of the Church, so soon as it is 
plain that there are no powers of life and godli- 
ness effectually working in it to justify these pre- 
tensions. 

And stronger, perhaps, even than the feeling 
of hatred, is that of contempt. There is no ob- 
loquy, no shame, no scorn, like that which is 
poured on an unworthy priesthood. This is God's 
just judgment upon it, in the words of the Prophet 
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Malachi, — "Therefore have I also made you con- 
temptible and base before all the people, accord- 
ing as you have not kept My ways, but have been 
partial in the law." Truly the saltless salt is 
trodden under foot of men ; and from the highest 
descends to be very lowest of alL And as with 
the whole body of a priesthood, when this spiritual 
death has reached the whole, so with any member 
of it, when, though the body remains sound, he 
has given room in himself for this death. " The 
prophet that speaketh lies he is the tail;" for, 
indeed, there is no such unprofitableness as his, 
the spiritual man's, who is not spiritual. The 
thing needs but be stated to reveal the absurd 
contradiction which it involves ; the same as 
would be involved in the ploughman who could 
not plough, or the soldier who could not fight ; 
and the world feels with an instinct which it is 
impossible to condemn, that of such cumber- 
worlds, who neither set forward the work of this 
world nor of the next, it cannot be rid too soon ; 
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even as it ^ill seek to shew in its manner of 
effecting the riddance, the extreme scorn with 
which it regards them. 

Have these things, I beseech you, in your 
minds in all your intercourse with men. Seek to 
be loved even of the world, if you may. There 
was one who " had good report of all men, and of 
the truth itself^;" and there is, no doubt, a side on 
which religion presents itself in an amiable light 
to the world itself. But this of being loved by it 
is not always possible. There arrives a time, sooner 
or later, when the Church and the world, the spiri- 
tual man and the natural, must part company, if 
each be true to his own principles. But when this 
time arrives, and you have your choice of being 
hated by the ungodly world for your resistance to 
it, or despised by it for your unworthy submission 
to it and conformity with it, remember, I beseech 
you, that you may survive hate; you assuredly 
mil survive such hate as this; yea, the haters 

^ 8 John 12. 
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may themselves become lovers, and worship be- 
fore you, and confess that God is with you of 
a truth: but contempt is fatal; there is no re- 
covery from it. 

This contempt may thinly veil itself in words 
of respect, in lip-homage and lip-honour ; but it 
will be only the more contemptuous, because it 
thinks to put you off with these, assumes that you 
will not penetrate this thin mask it wears, and is 
little concerned whether you do penetrate it or 
not. And the despisers, even while they are 
giving these fair words, welcoming back him, 
who seemed to have forsaken them for a while, 
once more among themselves, with what inward 
satisfaction will they regard him, as he is making 
himself common and profane; sinking down, it 
may be, into an ordinary worldling, in nothing 
distinguishable from those about him. They will 
be still better pleased if he be one disposed to take 
a foremost part, and who thus makes himself viler 
still, comes forth as the sycophant of courts, or the 
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flatterer of mobs, the ,taker-up of popular cries, 
ever on the side of the strongest, howling with 
the wolves, lowering his own theology to the 
demands of an ignorant multitude, adapting the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints, the truths 
of Him who is " the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever,** to the shifting requirements of a shallow 
and presumptuous age, holding up to popular 
hatred all who refuse to do the same. Let there 
be such a man, and the world will make much of 
him, as Balak made much of Balaam. It will 
make much of him so long as it hopes to use him, 
so long as it hopes to get any service out of him 
against the true Israel of God, so long as it hopes 
to obtain some sort of consecration from him for 
the profane arms which it is wielding against the 
Church of Christ. But when this hope fails, or 
when it has obtained from him all that he is 
capable of yielding, then it dismisses him with 
scorn, rejects him as the sea rejects and vomits 
back after a while the corpses which itself has 
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fwaOowed up— or, to retom to the image of mj 
text, the saltless salt is trodden under foot of 
inen« 

Who is there that does not shndder at such 
a doom for himself^ or for anj whom he lores? 
Oh, then, so lire, so conduct this ministry which 
is even now about to be committed to you, that 
whatever else the world may do, hate you, speak 
evil of you, persecute you, smite you, it may never 
despise you. That is the only thing which will 
be ruinous to you. You may make many mistakes 
in your ministry ; no doubt yoa will make many, 
and they may impede your ministry for a while ; 
but you will recover from them. It is only, 
I repeat, contempt which is fiital. And there is 
but one way to secure yourselves against this. 
There is but one way to overawe the world, and 
that, not by high talk about the Church and the 
claims of the Church, but through being what 
you profess to be — " Cufus vita fulgor, ejus verba 
tonitrua." You are called "salt of the earth;*' 
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see that you are such : not, indeed, salt in your- 
selves, but salt in Him, even in that Lord who 
first, "by the Eternal Spirit, offered Himself 
without spot to God,*' and who now, by the same 
Spirit, will so arrest in you that natural corrup- 
tion which is as much yours as any of your 
brethren's, that you shall be enabled to oflfer 
yourselves an acceptable offering to Him ; and 
this is not all — but having thus offered yourselves, 
to offer also an offering of your brethren, sanctified 
by the same Holy Ghost. Ask of Him evermore 
that He would salt you with the fire of the Holy 
Ghost ; ask of Him that, if need be, and if only 
so you can keep your saltness. He would salt you 
with the fire of tribulation — with any fire, so that 
you be never salted with the fire of eternal 
judgment. 

And you, dear brethren, lay-members of our 
Church, spectators and witnesses of tliis solemn 
act just about to be completed, the sending forth 
of a new band of labourers into the Lord's vine- 



24 SERMON I. 



yard, be, I beseecli you, mucli more than mere 
spectators and witnesses here. Brethren, pray 
for us. You have heard of some of the dangers 
to which we are exposed, some of the temptations 
which beset us. If we succumb to them, the deeper 
damnation will, indeed, be ours; but you will 
suffer too. Our coldness, our indolence, our heart- 
lessness in the work will, in one shape or another, 
reach you ; it will be felt in every detail of our 
ministry, and we, who have first lowered the tone 
of our own spiritual life, shall not cease till we 
have lowered yours. If we are contentious, sus- 
picious, ready to fall out with another, to excom- 
municate one another, full of narrow party-spirit, 
these our strifes, our suspicions, our quarrels we 
shall not keep to ourselves ; they will reproduce 
themselves in your ranks, and you will suffer from 
them as much, or nearly as much, as we do. If 
a veil falls upon our hearts, so that Christ the 
Tjord is hidden from our eyes, the freeness of His 
grace, the fulness of His offices, the power of His 
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@flir silling as a ^tfiner. 



SERMON IL 



GOD SITTING AS A EEFDfEE. 



MALACHI iii. 3. 

" He shall sit as a eefiner ; and He shall purify the 
SONS OP Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, 
that they may opper unto the lord an oppeking in 
righteousness." 

n OD is a Being of such infinite purity and per- 
fection that He can be perfectly pleased with 
nothing except Himself, or with that which He 
has Himself wrought in His creature. It follows 
from this, that the law of all acceptable work for 
Him is, that they who work that work shall be 
indeed only rendering back to Him — it may be 
in quite another form, but not the less really — 
that which He had first imparted to them; 
* Preached in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, Dec. 19, 1863. 
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giving to Him of His own, serving Him with 
His own holiness, loving Him with His own 
love. This is the condition of service, without 
exception, for all in His kingdom. Yet seeing 
there have been those, alike under the Law and 
under the Gospel, whom He has separated more 
particularly to Himself, we might expect before- 
hand that this, the universal law of all acceptable 
work for Him, — springing, as it does, out of the 
absolute perfection of His nature, which can ac- 
quiesce in nothing short of itself, — should manifest 
itself, with an especial clearness and distinctness, 
in them. 

Nor would such an expectation be disappointed. 
It is ever so. Priest or prophet in the Old Cove- 
nant, evangelist or apostle in the New, it is still 
the same. The work which the priest, or prophet, 
or evangelist, or apostle, may hereafter accomplish, 
shall be God's, and not man's ; and in manifold 
ways, by methods the most singular, by lessons out- 
wardly the most diflferent, but all tending to the 
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same result, they are reminded, taught, and com- 
pelled to acknowledge this; brought to perceive 
that it is the most blessed privilege of all to cease 
from man, to cease from themselves, that God in 
them may be all in all. Wonderful in this 
matter are the deeper harmonies of Scripture — 
God's manifold dealings with His future servants, 
superficially so unlike one from the other, and 
yet at heart so essentially the same. If they are 
indeed His, those whom He accepts, whose work 
He will acknowledge, then He gives diligence, 
that in them shall be fulfilled that word of His 
uttered long ago, " I will be sanctified in them 
that draw nigh unto Me." They must first learn 
what it is, by one distinct act of His, pardoning 
and forgiving, to have old sins for ever put away ; 
this once for all ; and then day by day, and year 
by year, must find themselves in His hands, who 
sits as a refiner, and who purifies His own, purges 
them as gold and silver are purged, that they may 
offer first themselves and then those whom He 
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shall give them, an offering in righteousness, to 
Him. 

"We recognize the symbols — the sacraments we 
might say, using this word in its earlier and 
less restricted sense — of these solemn acts of God, 
calling to Himself whom He will, accepting, justi- 
fying, and sanctifying those whom He has called ; 
under the Law in the consecration of Aaron and 
of his sons, with all the high-priests and priests 
who came after him, to the service of the Levitical 
tabernacle; in the ordering of priests and the 
consecration of bishops under the New Covenant. 
This was the meaning of the holy garments with 
which Aaron and his sons, their bodies being 
first washed with pure water, were clothed at 
their institution into the priest's office, they 
resting under strictest obligations, bound under 
penalty of God's extremest displeasure, to array 
themselves with these as often as they ministered 
before Him. This was the meaning of the oil 
with which they were anointed, of the blood with 
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which they were sprinkled, even these holy gar- 
ments themselves needing, now that sinful men 
had put them on, to share in this blood of 
sprinkling. This was the meaning of that ram 
of consecration on which the Levitical high- 
priests laid their hands, and with the blood of 
which their hand, and foot, and ear were touched^ 
that so whatever defilement they had drunk in 
by the ear, whatever iniquity they had wrought 
by the hand, or hastened to b)'' the feet, now 
standing like an accursed memory between them 
and that holy God whom they were called to 
serve, might be for ever put away. This wai 
the meaning of the laver of brass between the 
tabernacle and the altar, in which the ministering 
priests should wash their hands and their feet, 
that they died not, as often as they came near 
to bum incense to the Lord ; symbolizing, as no 
doubt it did, that daily cleansing, that continual 
washing, which even they who have been once 
and for ever cleansed and washed require j our 
2> 
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Lord, as I cannot doubt, alluding to and teaching 
through this ceremonial ordinance, when to one, 
a priest of His own ordaining, He said, " He that 
is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but 
is clean every whit/' 

Simpler indeed in form, but full of the same 
significance, is that solemn separation for the 
ministry of the Word and Sacraments which 
finds place in the Church of the New Covenant. 
It is a witness for the same truth, namely, that 
men can only serve God as He chooses them for 
that service, and in this choosing pledges Him- 
self that, unless they sinfully resist. He will fit 
them for that service to which He has chosen 
them. Only believe, my brethren, in your heart 
of hearts, that the Church of Christ is indeed 
founded on Divine promises, that powers of the 
world to come are indeed at work within it, and 
what comfort, what strong consolation will you 
derive, overwhelmed as you often have been, 
overwhelmed as you often will be, overwhelmed. 
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as at this moment I trust you are, with a sense 
of your own insufficiency, your own unworthiness ; 
what strong consolation, I say, you will through- 
out your whole ministry, and at times like this 
above all, derive from the thought that by no 
self-willed act of your own you have separated 
yourselves to this ministry, taken this honour 
on yourselves, but that He has separated you, 
Himself and not another put this honour upon 
you. 

But this the true law of service, namely, that 
God chooses us, and not we Him, that we do not 
come near to Him, but that He brings us near to 
Himself, that we can render unto Him nothing 
but what was first His own and had been first 
imparted to us by Him, is attested throughout 
Scripture in other and yet deeper ways than these. 
Not only does God outwardly and by a definite 
external act lay hold of those whom He allows 
to serve Him in holy things, but we are per- 
mitted there to see how He lays hold of them 
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inwardly as well; surrounds them with a light 
which makes manifest to them their own dark- 
ness ; reveals to them a righteousness before which 
their own imrighteousness shrinks like a guilty 
thing ashamed ; brings their consciousness of sin 
to a head, that they, confessing all, may have all 
forgiven ; and then, this done and they at peace 
with Him, takes them into the school of His 
severe love, that they may learn an ever more per- 
fect obedience there. He appears to a Moses in 
the burning bush, and he hides his face, for he 
is afraid to look upon God ; to a Jeremiah, and 
he exclaims, "Ah, Lord God, behold, I cannot 
speak; for I am a child;'' to an Isaiah, and he 
cries out in his fear, " Woe is me, I am undone : 
for I am a man of unclean lips, and mine eyes 
have seen the Lord of Hosts ;" to a Peter, and he 
falls at Jesus' feet and entreats Him to depart 
from him, for he is a sinful man ; to a Paul, and 
he lies grovelling in the dust, and dark with the 
excess of that heavenly light which has suddenly 
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shone round him upon erery side. Like Joshua 
the high-priest, (seen in the vision of Zechariah,) 
they know, for He makes them to know, that they, 
standing though they be before the Lord, are yet 
clothed, not in garments of beauty and holiness 
such as beseem their high office, but in filthy rai- 
ment ; Satan standing at their right hand to re- 
sist them, writing bitter things against them, such 
as they cannot gainsay and deny ; and it is only 
after they have gone through such an experience 
as this, that they hear in the deep of their souls 
such reassuring words as these, " Fear not ;" " Be- 
hold, I am with thee ;*' " Arise, and stand upon 
thy feet ;'* " Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged;" 
"Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change 
of raiment.*' 

In some sort this is an experience which all 
must pass through, which none can escape ; which 
none who know the final blessedness of it, how- 



38 SERMON 11. 



ever dreadful for a time it may appear, would 
desire to escape. For that cry of fear, wrung out 
from him whose eyes have beheld the Lord of 
Hosts, that confession with the face to the earth 
and the mouth in the dust, is not for some merely, 
but for all. There is no child of Adam to whose 
lips it is not suited. It is not superfluous for 
them who have cleansed their way the most, and 
kept their garments with the greatest care. All 
flesh is unholy, shrinks dismayed, rebuked, con- 
demned, before the awful holiness of God, hides 
itself with shame in the dust before the intoler- 
able brightness of His presence. He who has 
grown up a Samuel in the very courts and pre- 
cincts of the Lord will be ready with the prophet 
of old, perhaps will be the readiest of all when 
God reveals to him any nearer glimpse of His 
holiness, to exclaim, "Woe is me, I am undone." 
But, alas! how often it befals that they who 
claim a part and portion in this sacred ministry, 
who undertake to serve the Lord in His holiest 
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things, have not in times past seriously asked 
themselves that question, "Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way ?'* have not walked in 
their youth as under the solemn shadow of those 
vows which they should one day take, as keeping 
themselves in holiness and purity for that Lord 
and to that Lord, in nearest service to whom they 
should one day stand. Ah, if there should be 
any such among us to-day, how all-important for 
them, if they would ever offer to Him a sacrifice 
in righteousness, and not strange fire, polluted 
bread, an offering not desired, — how all-important, 
I say, for them that they should come to a clear 
understanding with Him in regard of this guilty 
and miserable past ; that whatever they may have 
lost and forfeited, — only painfully and by long 
effort to be won back again, if indeed to be won 
back at all, — they should at any rate minister be- 
fore Him now and for the time to come in pure rai- 
ment, with consciences purged from dead works, 
and free from the clinging and defiling sense of 



40 SERMON II. 



past sins and impurities, not yet forgiven, not 
yet for ever put away. 

And in one way only may this be. He must have . 
revealed unto you His righteousness, and you must 
have seen all your unrighteousness in it. He must 
have manifested to you His glory, and in the light 
of that glory you must have seen all your shame 
and your sin — seen it, confessed it, have had the 
sentence of death in yourselves ; and then by an 
act not of yours but of God's, of God in Christ, 
must have had it removed from you for ever. 
Oh may it thus have been ; for of this be sure, 
that it is a fearful thing to offer to serve God 
with any other than a conscience thus purged 
from dead works through the blood of the atone- 
jnent; that to be undone as Isaiah was^ is the 
only way not to be undone for ever. 

This, dear brethren, the furnace of the wrath of 
God against all ungodliness of men, into which 
He casts even His own, that He may destroy there 
* Isa. vi. 5. 
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not tliem but their sins, is one of the refining fires 
of our God ; — refining, not consuming ; they com- 
ing forth from it unscathed, unscorched, only the 
bands of their sins consumed, for One has walked 
with them in that furnace whose form was as the 
Son of God. But other refining fires are also 
His. How often the life of God's saints, how 
often, above all, the life of those who shall stand 
in His coxmsel and declare to others the myste- 
rious ways of His love, as measured by the world's 
estimates, is one long disappointment and defeat. 
You who perhaps are laying out in thought the 
future of your lives for yourselves, if not how 
that future shall be, yet at any rate how you 
would desire it to be, of this you may be certain, 
that it will not be as you desire ; that He who 
leads His own securely to the end, yet leads them 
never by the path whereby they would go. His 
is a love too wise, too true, too far-sighted for this ; 
and He intends that His own should praise Him 
not for an hour here, but for an eternity in 
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heaven. What a traverser of schemes, what a 
baffler of purposes is our God ! He fulfils, indeed, 
the desire of them that fear Him, for the central 
desire of their soul is for holiness ; but He often 
fulfils it in its essence by baffling it in its form. 
Those that are conscious to themselves of gifts 
with which they would serve many, that are yearn- 
ing for the sympathy, perhaps for the approbation 
and applause of wide circles, are set in the back- 
ground, to feed it may be their whole life long 
a few sheep out of sight in the wilderness ; while 
he, on the other hand, who would fain have crept 
to heaven by the lowly valleys and obscurer paths, 
would have taken, if he might, the saying of the 
heathen sage, "Bene vixit qui bene latuit,** for 
the motto of his life, is planted in the eyes of all 
men, in the full and pitiless glare of the middle 
day; God defeating alike the ambition of the 
one, and the pusillanimous indolence of the other 
of His servants. 

And His " Go up higher," that bidding which 



GOD SITTING AS A REFINER. 43 

we in our carnal hearts may have desired for our- 
selves, or may have had in admiration when it has 
been addressed to others, what does it indeed sig- 
nify, what do men find it to signify, if there be 
any truth in them, if they be not merely and alto- 
gether yearning after the vulgar prizes of a worldly 
ambition, if they at all understand it aright, and 
take it as their God intends that they should 
take it P Does it not mean this P * Go forward 
to a stricter rule, to larger labour, to more con- 
tinual anxiety, to a more perilous account. For- 
sake the safe security which thou lovedst, and 
stand henceforward exposed to the arrows of 
slander, to the scourge of the tongue.* For such, 
indeed, is the ''Go up higher,'* in the Church 
of Him, who, being the highest of all, made 
Himself therefore the minister of all ; so inter- 
preting to us what the high places in His king- 
dom meant. 

Other processes He has, the great spiritual 
Refiner who sits in the midst of His Church, 



44 SERMON II. 



to make liker to Himself, and more capable of 
reflecting His image, those on whom He has set 
His heart, and at whose hands He would accept 
a large offering ; and having appointed to them 
a kingdom, He appoints to them first to drink of 
His cup, and to be baptized with His baptism. 
And thus theirs, it may be, is the desolate home, 
and the early widowhood, and the long years 
of a lonely existence. Or they know what it is 
again and again to stand by, and see fall on 
the face of some beloved that awful veil which 
no mortal hand shall ever lift again. Perhaps 
they go childless, having by a sad reverse of 
nature's ordinance followed to their last long 
home those whose pious steps they had hoped 
should one day have followed them to theirs ; or 
the ominous hours knock at their door with the 
tidings of mishap and death from distant lands, 
and even this sad privilege is denied. And so it 
fares with them to the end ; and the road which 
they travel heavenward can be likened to nothing 
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SO well as to that Appian Way, by which stranger 
or pilgrim now-a-days enters Rome, and for long 
miles as he approaches the eternal city passes 
through an avenue of tombs, which on this side 
and on that, now in clusters and now a little 
further apart from one another, skirt his path. It 
is perhaps thus that we shall pass to the Eternal 
City of our heavenly rest, still leaving behind us, 
as we travel onward, the memorials of our be- 
loved, the sad waymarks of our pilgrimage, and 
only by this long avenue of death reaching at 
length the City of everlasting life. 

My brethren, count it at least possible that it 
shall be thus with you. Be content, if God so 
wills it, to be as " men wondered at," count it not 
a strange thing if you are more plagued than 
other men. What is it in very truth that we 
and all others, with our weak and cowardly hearts, 
would fain have for our allotted portion of sorrow 
and suffering in this world P Is it not temptations 
that do not tempt, and trials that do not tryP 
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It 18 not these, be sure, that He will send ; least 
of all to ns; but such rather as will search, as 
will penetrate, as will prove. They were meant 
to do this, and they will do it — as fuller's sope 
and refiner's fire. Not once, not twice, we shall 
know their searching power; for we quite mis- 
take if we suppose that one great tribulation will 
have sufficed to purge out our dross ; that much 
of this will not have escaped, will not remain in 
us still ; so that if He keep His promise, and purge 
us as the gold and silver are purged, it must be 
not once, but seven times in the fire — we mean- 
while learning there secrets of His love, secrets of 
His faithfulness, secrets of His power, which we 
should never have learned elsewhere ; purchasing 
dearly, though not too dearly, in this fellowship 
with the sufferings of Christ, a nearer conformity 
to Him ; and becoming in all our ministry more 
tender, more compassionate, more sympathizing 
with all mourners, than ever else we should have 
been. 
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Brethren beloved, may God grant that no word 
of ours which has just been spoken should jar like 
a note of untimely sadness or despondency on that 
holy joy wherewith, as I trust, you are drawing 
nigh to those vows which you will this day take 
upon yourselves, to that commission which you 
will this day receive from him who has Christ's 
authority to impart it. It was not meant so ; and 
it need not be so. I have but told you that our 
God is faithful ; that He will crown and complete 
His own work in us, that He will not leave us to 
ourselves and to our own proud,^selfish, worldly 
hearts ; but will so convince us of sin, that when 
we speak of a Saviour to others, it will be of One 
who is our own sole refuge and single hope, His 
Cross not a shelter for others only, but first and 
chiefly for ourselves; who will cause us to take 
such degrees in His school of affliction, that we 
shall be enabled to comfort others with the com- 
fort wherewith we have been first comforted our- 
selves ; who will withhold from us no good thing 
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which is needful for our own perfecting or for the 
perfecting through us of our brethren. 

Is it not joy to be in the hands of a Refiner such 
as this, and to be reminded that we are so ; not 
indeed a joy of this world, which is but as the 
crackling of thorns in the fire, but a severe 
solemn joy, such as becomes this day, and this 
hour ; such as alone it becomes them to entertain 
who are about to be drawn into a nearness, most 
glorious indeed but also most perilous, to those 
eternal verities of Christ's Church and kingdom, 
which are a savour of life to some, but of death 
to others. May He grant, a savour of life to us, 
and through us to many I 
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